
 

 
 

TIPS FOR OVERSEEDING A LAWN 
 
NEEDS LIST:   THATCHING MACHINE OR THATCHING RAKE 
             1 POUND OF GRASS SEED FOR EVERY 250 SQ FT 
             10 POUNDS OF 10-20-20 FERTILIZER FOR EVERY 1000 SQ FT 
 
OPTIONAL:      SPRINKLER WITH TIMER 
 
 

WHEN OVERSEEDING KEEP IN MIND THAT THE NEW GRASS SEEDS ARE GOING 
TO HAVE TO COMPETE FOR WATER AND NUTRIENTS WITH YOUR EXISTING GRASS.  
 

FOR BEST RESULTS: THATCH AND THEN MOW GRASS SHORTER THAN USUAL 
(DO NOT BALD EXISTING LAWN), SPREAD GRASS SEED AND THEN A STARTER 
FERTILIZER WITH A SPREADER AT RATE INDICATED ON PACKAGING.  

 
BECAUSE MORE SEEDLINGS FAIL DURING OVERSEEDING COMPARED TO 

PLANTING A NEW LAWN, YOU WILL GET BETTER RESULTS IF YOU OVERSEED TWICE. 
SPREAD THE SEED AND FERTILIZER AND WATER REGULARLY, KEEPING THE PLANTED 
AREA MOIST BUT NOT WET.  

 
WAIT TWO WEEKS, MOW AT A HIGH SETTING FOR LONGER GRASS BLADES AND 

THEN OVERSEED AGAIN. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO FERTILIZE A SECOND TIME SINCE 
THE INITIAL APPLICATION WILL RELEASE NUTRIENTS OVER TIME. KEEP PLANTED AREA 
MOIST, BUT NOT WET.  

 
WAIT TWO MORE WEEKS, THEN MOW AT REGULAR HEIGHT AND ENJOY YOUR 

RESTORED LAWN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


